ACTIVITIES   FOR   CHILDREN

The first hour of the afternoon should be divided
between various forms of activity, such as play with
toys, or painting, or varied types of quiet occupation,
the last part of the afternoon should be given in alterna-
tion to story, dramatisation, poetry, singing and rhyth-
mic movement. In summer, out-of-door games, with
or without playthings, could be taken once or twice a
week as an alternative to the indoor period.

Furniture and Equipment

It is obvious that where free choice of activity is to
be given the room must be arranged so that this can
be carried on with ease. Where the floor is unstepped,
desks or tables can be arranged in groups, with perhaps
one row along the wall, when they can often be utilised
as a basis for different forms of construction, such as a
row of shops. In a stepped room, the desks might be
arranged in groups on the flat floor, leaving the steps
free for all kinds of games and occupations.

A small work-bench or rough table should be placed
in one corner of the room, with a rack to hold tools,
such as hammers, a saw, pincers, bradawl and boxes
of nails; and several boxes to hold odd lengths of wood,
pieces of cardboard, oddments, such as reels and
wooden and cardboard discs for use in toy-making.

Another corner of the room might be the library
corner. Here we can have an open square of desks or
tables, with a home-made bookcase in the centre, for
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